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Hello to all: 

It is already June, summer will be here soon. Some of the training for the 

club has happened for May and there will be more to come in June. I 

would like to thank all the people that offered to do the training for this 

year, it is great to see it happening even though we do not get large 

turnout for the training sometimes. The people that have signed up I am 

sure got a lot out of it. 

 We have one more meeting before the summer on June 24. 

/ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦǳƴΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ 

again. The Beaver Canoe Club is also extending lots of invitations to 

DC&KC to join them on some of the events. StarǘƛƴƎ WǳƴŜ нт ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǾŜǊΩǎ 

rivers week begins, Labour day Adams river trip is on that RCABC 

instructors are also participating in as well we have been invited. Last 

ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǾŜǊΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ рth; the whole club is invited to partake. 

Thank you for all the invitation in the name of the club. 

 I am still trying to bring back Big/Little Sisters/Brothers for the 

ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǿΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ 

everyone posted and would like to see some people come out and bring 

their boats and take the little/big ones on the water. For now I would 

like to wish everyone a great summer, have fun and stay safe whatever 

you may do. 

 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
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DC&KC general meeting minutes for May 27th, 2009: By Sharron Jan; 

President started to bring the meeting to order at 7.45 PM. There were 23 members in 
attendance, 3 guests and the speaker for the night. Minutes were read as published in the 
newsletter by secretary, moved to except by Len Miller and seconded by Neil Tennant. Grace 
Shaw pointed out that since the club insurance does not cover anyone paddling in the USA, you 
can get the insurance from MEC, but that is health insurance not liability insurance. 

 Vladimir reported that the club insurance has been paid for 93 people that were paid up 
by May 19 when the insurance was due. Added protection for this year for the executive is 
ϷмΣлллΣллл ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ά9ǊǊƻǊǎ ϧ hƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ aŀȅ мфΣ 
2009 to April 30th 2010. The cost is $8.85/ person + 10% administration fee from RCABC and we 
pay $25.00 Club Membership Fee to RCABC. 

 We still could use a regular coffee person, HELP. 

 Vladimir asked for some help if he is to organize a get together once more with 
Big/Little Sisters or Brothers, a few hands went up, so it will probably happen in July. 

 Vice President Majka is still in Europe. 

 Secretary had nothing to say. 

 Treasurer Robert Brown was not present; Vladimir reported that we have 95 people on 
the membership list and 6 honorary members. Bank balance is $2748.38. May income was 
ϷтмлΦлл ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜŦǳƴŘ ƻŦ ϷмпоΦнл ŦǊƻƳ .ǳǊƴŀōȅ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƴŎŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
Celebrations. Expenses for May were $55.00 to Victoria for Executive list and change of address 
charge and $930.35 for insurance and RCABC fees. Year to date total income so far was 
$2000.29 and $143.20 Burnaby refund. Total expenses so far are $1685.16. 

 Trips: Neil reported on the upcoming trips as well as the ones that already happened, 
this year once again more trips are happening on the weekends. Neil apologized to Peter for 
not inquiring about listing DeCourcy again as Peter leading. 

 Training: Jim was not present so Neil reported what was happening with the training so 
far, level one & two lake water went, white water improvement course was a hit for the people 
that signed up, more training to come see schedule or the calendar on the web. This coming 
Friday, May 29 Kari-Ann and Leonard are teaching a trip leading theory at their house from 6PM 
to 9PM, special invitation given to Wednesday paddlers. Dave Middleton announced that Carey 
Robson is doing a Trip Leader session at his place on June 12th from 7.30PM to 9,30PM and 
DC&KC members are welcome to join in, e-mail Carey, carey@canoebc.ca  Dave also extended 
an invitation to DC&KC to join the Beavers on their river week that is stating on June 27th, check 
ƻǳǘ .ŜŀǾŜǊΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

DCKC GENERAL MEETING MINUTES -      BY:  Sharron Jan 

mailto:carey@canoebc.ca
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 Website: Sandy was not present, Vladimir reported that the 2009 membership list is on 
the website, username and password are required, the May newsletter also online. 

  New business from the floor: Andy Gore announced that somebody has burned 
down some buildings at Boulder Point. Boudy reported that there will be wooden canoe 
Association meeting, displays in Washington, covering B.C., Washington and Oregon. 

 Meeting adjourned at 8.20PM moved by Des and seconded by Len. 

 
 

 
June 3, 2009 a beautiful warm day.  We met at Kilby Provincial Park and paddled up the west side of 
Harrison River to the mouths of the Chehalis.  The Chehalis, when it reaches Harrison River, has many 
branches and we paddled up quite a few before we found one that had a sizeable gravel bar where we 
had lunch.  The wild roses were in full display.  Afterwards, Des and Ivy invited us to their beautiful 
garden above Mission.  This was the first time we have tried this paddle; it was worth doing.  Vladimir said 
he once spent an entire day exploring this area.  I once pinned a canoe under a log on the Chehalis much 
closer to road by Chehalis fish hatchery.  Glen came out the next day and spent the whole day rescuing 
the boat.  I will always be grateful to the good friends I have in the Club. Jean. 

 

  

WEDNESDAY WEEKLY TRIP REPORTS                                                 
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On a beautiful sunny Wednesday we arrived at Grant Narrows to be met by at least forty 

teenagers, out of school for the day and excited at the prospect of paddling up Widgeon Creek. 

Luckily we had decided to go off in another direction and thereby avoiding the crowd. We were 

also fortunate enough to meet John Hume. He was looking fit and happy, en route with a friend 

to mark a trail for the Ridge Meadows Outdoor Club. They knew of an old unused gold mine 

farther along the east side of the lake and were checking out the trail and the area around the 

mine prior to a hike later in the week.  Once away from the put-in we paddled easily along the 

western shoreline of Pitt Lake, enjoying the bright yellow water irises standing tall in the water. 

An occasional seal would pop up to take a look, and when seeing nothing involving food, would 

quickly disappear. Ready for lunch, just before reaching Goose Island, we paddled across the 

lake and with a bit of difficulty found the perfect lunch spot at the Raven Creek Marine Pk. We 

had a beautiful view looking north and listened to interesting stories provided by an infrequent 

Wednesday paddler, Glenn Stedham. Once back on the water we paddled along the eastern 

shoreline in the direction of Grant Narrows, stopping at a small creek which we believed to be 

the trailhead that John had earlier described. Several hardy paddlers attempted to hike along a 

path/roadway into the bush with hopes of finding the actual mine, but returned to our rest area 

none the wiser. They did come upon a toilet, three pronged antlers, and a road much to rough to 

hike along in paddling shoes. We paddled away promising to return at a later date when wearing 

more appropriate footwear. With only a short distance to go we paddled slowly, appreciating the 

warm temperatures, and the fact that we were on a lake that is considered one of the nicest and 

most picturesque paddling locations in the lower mainland. Thanks Jean for another very 

enjoyable outing. 

Paddlers for the day were: Fern / Jean, Ivy / Des, Elaine / Andy, Glen Stedham, and Geraldine... 
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Nicola River Campout: Friday, May 15 to Monday, 
May 18, 2009; By Jenn Voss and Kathy Turner: 
¢ƘŜ bƛŎƻƭŀ wƛǾŜǊΣ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ bƛŎƻƭŀ [ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ {ǇŜƴŎŜǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜΣ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ./Ωǎ 
true gems.  Ranging from lake paddling to Grade 2+, it has something to offer every range of paddler.  
We had a good group out for the May Long Weekend, including Martin Mosely; Wally Swarchuk; 
Vladimir Jan; Geoff Wade and entourage; Mike Moody and entourage; Gisele and Russell and kids, Kathy 
Turner, the Tennants including daughters Karen and Lauren, the Vosses and kids, and their friends Trish 
and Jim.  A bunch of Beavers were there also, making a big, friendly group.  Most of us came up on 
CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ¢ǊƛǎƘΣ WƛƳ ŀƴŘ WŜƴƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ мнΥол ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 
(involving towing) on the Coquihalla.  Kathy showed up Saturday evening after work. 

Saturday, we had a warm-ǳǇ ǇŀŘŘƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bΩYǿŀƭŀ /ŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎΣ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ 
Dot Canyon.  This is a pretty straight-forward run, with some nice, bouncy waves near the end.  The 
levels had not yet come up from the spring melts, despite it being a beautiful day.  The river was running 
ŀōƻǳǘ мо ŎƳΩǎΣ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ млл ŎƳΩǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƴƻ-one wanted to be on the river!  We 
had a great run, despite one section in the middle with a fair bit of wood debris.  I was the first over, 
with Neil and Marg not far behind.  We were treated to a fine showing of bird life, including an injured 
ƻǎǇǊŜȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŘŘƭŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘΦ  

Saturday, we split into two groups.  The group with families did a run from Sunshine Valley Road East 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bΩYǿŀƭŀ /ŀƳǇǎƛǘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ƛƎǳǊŘǎǎƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ aŜǊǊƛǘǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ 
float that takes about 2 hours of paddling.  The waves picked up a bit near the end after the Spius Creek 
confluence, where Lauren Tennant had a swim.  They got back early enough to do another run or get 
out for a hike, but the sun made them lazy! 

The more adventuresome group joined some Beavers for a run from Red Rock Canyon down, which was 
excellent.  The sun was hot and the water seemed warm so it was a perfect day on the river.  Since they 
were on a grade 2 section of the river, there was lots of manoeuvring required around the rocks.  
Unfortunately, Kathy had a tough time seeing the BIGGEST rock of all and landed on top, letting it spin 
her around and then upside down.  Not only did she hit that rock but many more!  Needless to say, her 
new boat now has many scratches on it. Jenn is very proud of her!  The day was long but enjoyable with 
great paddling friends.  After the long paddle, cold drinks were very much appreciated back in camp!  

Sunday, it was only the die-hards left.  Kathy, Martin, Gisele and Alsek, Geoff and Sandi, and Wally did 
another run down to Dot Canyon from the campground.  By this time, the warm sunshine for the last 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ Řŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŘƻǳōƭŜŘ ǘƻ ну ŎƳΩǎΦ 

bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƛŎƻƭŀΗ  LǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
paddling in the Province!  Hope to see you all there! 

 

 

WEEKEND WHITE WATER TRIP REPORTS                                                  
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June 13
th

 and 14
th

 Moving Water Clinic    by Martin Moseley 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻƎǿƻƻŘ /ŀƴƻŜ ŀƴŘ Yŀȅŀƪ /ƭǳōΩǎ WǳƴŜ aƻǾƛƴƎ ²ŀǘŜǊ /ƭƛƴƛŎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǇƭŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
was sunny and hot, the river level was good, and there was a large turnout of keen paddlers. 

Fourteen trainees and eight instructors met iƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀƳƛǎƘ ¢ƛƳ IƻǊǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ фΥллŀƳ 
on Saturday.  And not a one was late!!  With coffees in hand we headed to the Mamquam River put-in, just past 
the golf course. 

While Jenn Voss struggled with the wind and endured the blazing sun to give a very informative 
presentation of the safety, theory and practice of canoeing on moving water, the group looked on from what little 
shade could be found.  Following the dry land presentation, a quick lunch and the wrist test to demonstrate just 
how cold the water is, we received a demonstration of how the maneuvers should be done (or not!) by Dave and 
Carmen Elderton.  We spent the afternoon practicing eddy turns, forward and back ferries, surfing and improving 
our strokes.  While we played, Jan Voss waited patiently downstream for the bodies of the paddlers who failed to 
keep the open side of their canoes pointing skyward to float by. 

The next day, the truly keen and footloose members of the group met at the Squamish Starbucks at 
10:00am to arrange the shuttle and to coordinate our downriver assault on the Mamquam.  The group, consisting 
of six students plus five of the Saturday instructing group, was joined by three more instructors. 

The weather was again hot and the water level was perfect for a little practice at eddy turns, surfing, and 
ferrying.  Yours truly swam both days, thus the honour of writing this report.  My Sunday swim took me from the 
top of the rock garden at the put-ƛƴ ǘƻ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƻƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ  L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴŜ Ŧƻr long, as others 
joined me while pushing their boundaries practicing eddy turns and ferries. 

The Saturday group consisted of: 
Students- Instructors- 
Neil & Marg Tennant Jenn & Jan Voss 
Jeremy Wade & Sarah Libonati Vladimir Jan 
Bill Moore Jim Hartwick 
John Foote Gisele Escher (with Alsek) 
Jim Muir & Trish Hayes Dave & Carmen Elderton 
Mike & Josie Moody Martin Moseley 
Yvonne Price & Carol Moffat 
Roger & Monica Pain 

  

                The Sunday group included: 
Students- Instructors- 
Mike & Josie Moody Dave & Carmen Elderton 

Yvonne Price & Carol Moffat Jim Hartwick 
Roger & Monica Pain Gisele Escher 

                                Ross Holmes Martin Moseley 
                                John Foote Dave Middleton 
 Geoff Wade 
 Kathy Turner 
 

Kudos to the hard-working participants and heartfelt thanks to all who helped make the 2009 Dogwood Moving 
Water Training a success. 

 




